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Lord Aberdeen's conciliatory efforts carried us on quietly
intil 1846, but in that year Palmerston was recalled to the
Foreign Office (in Lord John Russell's cabinet), and almost
at once he fell out with France. The King there was now
Louis Philippe, of the Orleanist side of the Bourbons. He
was by way of being a democratic king, and walked about.
Paris carrying his umbrella like any ordinary French citizen.
But he could not resist the temptation to add to the power
of his family. Just as Louis XIV had been tempted to try to
join Spain to France through marriage, so now Louis Philippe
did exactly the same thing. The young Queen of Spain was
old enough to marry, and Louis Philippe began to negotiate
for her marriage to his younger son. Great Britain, and
indeed all Europe, objected to this, for in the nineteenth
century, as in the seventeenth, no one wished to see France
and Spain united under one dynasty. Great Britain first
suggested a Coburg prince as a husband for the Queen. This
was withdrawn, but owing to a misunderstanding the French
believed that we meant to persevere in this proposal. So the
French King went another way to work. The youn'g Queen
was married to one of her cousins, a wretched creature who
it was believed could never have children, and the Queen's
sister was married to Louis Philippe's son. In this way the
French thought that ultimately the Orleans family would
inherit the throne of Spain. The effect of this disgraceful
action was seen at once. Great Britain was furious and broke
off her friendly relations with Louis Philippe. His position
had always been weak, and the friendship of England had
helped to keep him on the throne. Now he had lost that, and
the discontented elements in France saw their chance. In
1848 a revolution broke out and he was forced to flee the
country.
Disturbances began in Italy, then spread to Paris, and
then to Germany.   All over Europe oppressed people and The
races took up arms   The Italian States belonging to Austria,
Hungary, Austria, all rose against the Emperor.   Germany 1848